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missionaries are favorably situated when 
they have the good will of the editors, 
because it appears that they alone stand 
between the missionaries and an extensive 



use of the Chinese press. The financial 
outlay is virtually negligible, and a press 
bureau can be maintained for $40.00 a 
month. 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 



Plan to Further Christian Education 

During a part of the third week in Janu- 
ary a conference of nearly all the active 
heads of church boards in the United States, 
and presidents of a majority of the colleges 
of the country, was held in Chicago. Some 
seventeen denominations were represented 
and the Council of the Church Boards con- 
sidered the proposal of co-operation in an 
interdenominational, nation-wide campaign 
for religious education. Dr. G. F. Ream, 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, was 
elected secretary for the campaign. It was 
thought advisable that two or three cities 
should be selected for denominational centers 
in which to try out the plan. In consider- 
ing the relation of the boards to students 
some interesting facts were brought to light 
concerning the efforts of the National 
Christian Association to relate students to 
church life in their communities. A note- 
worthy suggestion was considered, namely, 
that the college church should be abolished 
in order that students may become more 
intimately associated with the work of their 
own church during college days. 

Education in Religion Seen from a 
New Angle 

Dr. Bradner says objections are made 
to religious education on the grounds that 
it will intensify sectarian jealousy. He 
finds, as director of the Department of 
Parochial Education in the Episcopal 
church, that there are some who are willing 
to have a dose of religious education but 
who think more of it would produce bitter 
feelings and jealousy, and so undermine 
the community spirit. Writing in the 
Churchman for January 22, Dr. Bradner 



affirms that religious education is advancing 
all along the line and he meets the foregoing 
objection in rather pointed fashion. In 
the first place he says that religious intoler- 
ance and sectarian jealousy are frequently to 
be found in persons who are poorly trained 
in the tenets for which their respective 
denominations stand. On the other hand 
the persons best informed and most care- 
fully trained are those who have the most 
intelligent loyalty and are usually most 
free from the attitude which fosters discord. 
By this he means to say that religious educa- 
tion is the very best means by which sec- 
tarian jealousy is to be overcome. In the 
next place he draws upon his experience in 
connection with religious education and 
upon his examination of the methods of reli- 
gious education which are being promoted 
under the Gary School Plan, and shows to 
his own satisfaction that religious educa- 
tion, while increasing church consciousness, 
actually diminishes the spirit of discord. 

Hymns in Public Worship 

Doubtless many readers will be grateful 
to Charles H. Richards for his article 
on the "Evolution of Hymnology" which 
appeared in the December number of the 
Forum. Very instructive is his historical 
survey in which he traces the development 
of hymnology, as it concerns the Christian 
church, from the "instruments of noise" 
which accompanied the early psalm singing 
in the early church when Ambrose improved 
the church music and made an important 
place in worship for the singing of choirs and 
monks; in the time of Calvin who asserted 
that only hymns that were found in 
Scripture should be used in worship; under 
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Luther who made singing of hymns one of 
the most telling influences in rallying his 
followers in the Reformation movement; 
and until Watts broke the fetters which had 
hitherto held hymnology and composed such 
hymns as "When I Survey the Wondrous 
Cross" which Matthew Arnold considered 
the finest hymn ever written, and Wesley 
wrote over 200 effective hymns of which 6 
find a place among the best 50 in the English 
language. This evolution has come by 
way of varied paths, so that the hymns of the 
Christian church have been inherited from 
the many sects and branches of Christen- 
dom. In the common use which is made of 
the compositions of Roman Catholics, 
Quakers, Presbyterians, Methodists, Uni- 
tarians, Baptists, Episcopalians, Congre- 
gationalists, etc., one realizes that deep 
religious experience finds common ground 
in the multiplicity and diversity of religious 
organizations. 

The writer is of the opinion that didactic 
hymns, in which the doctrine is faulty and 
which does not express feeling, should be 
used sparingly in public worship. Also, he 
complains that "ragtime poetry set to 
ragtime music too often tickles the vitiated 
taste," and thus it is that many people fail 
to develop or else lose the capacity to be 
inspired by noble thought, voiced in really 
devotional music, given by the finest poet 
and the best composers. Our hymns, he 
says, should be songs of cheer and trium- 
phant faith, songs of service, character, 
brotherhood, Christian patriotism, aggres- 
sive missionary spirit, and practical Chris- 
tian life. In order that his readers may 
be guided in their selection of hymns he 
quotes the principles given by Benson. 
According to these principles hymns should 
be: (1) genuinely lyric, something singable, 
the expression of noble feeling that natu- 



rally bursts into song; (2) excellent in a 
literary sense, in the felicity of their phrases 
and in the good taste of their imagery; 
(3) liturgically proper, and adapted to the 
purpose of worship; (4) reverent, as befits 
the service of religion in the presence of 
God; (5) spiritually real, being neither in- 
sincere nor untrue, avoiding all exaggerated 
statements of personal feeling and all senti- 
mentality. 

Organization of Biblical Instruction 

College and preparatory school-teachers 
of biblical literature and history, meeting 
at Columbia University on December 29, 
carried out the decision of a year ago, by 
organizing the Association of Biblical 
Instructors in American Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. The officers elected 
for the first year are: President, Professor 
Kent, of Yale University; Vice-President, 
Dr. Buehler, Head Master of the Hotchkiss 
School; Corresponding Secretary and Treas- 
urer, Mr. Knox, of Columbia University; 
Recording Secretary, Professor Fowler, of 
Brown University; Executive Committee, 
the officers and Professor Day, of Randolph- 
Macon College; Professor Wild, of Lake 
Erie College; and Miss Gladden, of Cin- 
cinnati. A special committee was also 
appointed to investigate the present situa- 
tion and to present recommendations with a 
view to securing adequate recognition of 
biblical work in the entrance requirements 
of the American colleges. Twenty-five 
leading institutions extending from Maine 
to Virginia and Illinois were represented by 
instructors participating in the organization. 
The new association is the outgrowth of a 
conference which has been held, immediately 
after the annual meeting of the Society of 
Biblical Literature and Exegesis, for the 
past five years. 



